
Profile: Oregon’s Rural Dentist Workforce, 2010 
 

Total number of dentists licensed by the Oregon Board of Dentistry (2010) ...................3,697 
Estimated number of dentists practicing in Oregon (2010) ..............................................2,559 
Estimated percentage of Oregon’s dentists practicing in rural Oregon (2010) ................27.3% 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

Age Distribution of Oregon's Dentists
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Quick Facts 
 The Oregon Office of Rural 

Health defines rural as those 
geographic areas ten or more 
miles from a population center 
of 40,000 or more. 

 In Oregon, 38% of the 
population resides in rural 
areas, while an estimated 
27.3% of Oregon’s dentists 
identified a rural practice 
address. 

 The average age of Oregon’s 
dentist workforce is 49.3 years. 
The average age of Oregon’s 
rural dentist workforce is 58.8 
years.  

 Nearly 48% of rural dentists 
are 55 years of age or older 
compared with 39.2% of 
dentists statewide. 

 Males compose 88.4% of the 
rural dentist workforce 
compared with 79.2% 
statewide. 

 There is a higher proportion of 
younger dentists, those 25-34 
years of age, working in group 
practices and public health 
practices as compared to their 
older colleagues. 
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Self-Reported Employment Status of Oregon's Dentists
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Self-Reported Primary Work Setting of Oregon's Dentists by Age Category - Statewide
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Self-Reported Primary Work Setting of Oregon's Dentists

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Priv
ate

 P
rac

tic
e

Grou
p P

rac
tic

e

Edu
ca

tio
n

Pub
lic 

Hea
lth

 Prac
tic

e

Othe
r

Gov
ern

men
t/In

sti
tut

ion
al 

prog
ram

s
Volu

nte
er 

Prac
tic

e

Statew ide

Rural 

Self-Reported Primary Work Setting of Oregon's Rural Dentists by Age
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 In 2010, nearly 14% of 

Oregon’s dentists reported  
that within the next two years 
they planned to reduce patient 
care hours, retire, move to 
work in another state or leave 
the practice of dentistry. 

 In 2010, 18.1% of Oregon’s 
rural dentists reported that 
within the next two years they 
planned to reduce patient care 
hours, retire, move to work in 
another state or leave the 
practice of dentistry. 
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Self-Reported Future Practice Plans of Oregon's Rural Dentists 
(within two years)
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Self-Reported Race of Oregon's Rural Dentists
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Additional information on Oregon’s dentists is available at www.oregonhwi.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Self-Reported Future Practice Plans of Oregon's Dentists - Statewide
 (within two years)
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Self-Reported Race of Oregon's Dentists - Statewide
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